THE AGE  OF REASON
nymphs of different orders, that persons of every rank
may be accommodated."1
Indeed, for many years a "Drury Lane Vestal" was as
apposite a synonym for a prostitute as was a "Fulham
Virgin" in the following century.
George II died as suddenly as his father had done.
"This is Tuesday; on Friday night the King went to
bed in perfect health, and rose so at the next morning
at his usual hour of six; he called for and drank his
chocolate. At seven, for everything with him was
exact and periodic, he went into the closet to dismiss his
chocolate. Coming from thence, his valet de chambre
heard a noise; waited a moment, and heard something
like a groan. He ran in, and in a small room between
the closet and bedchamber he found the King on the
floor, who had cut the right side of his face against
the edge of a bureau, and who after a gasp expired."2
The contempt felt for the whole Royal Family was
admirably expressed in the well-known verses written
on the death of Frederick, Prince of Wales, in 1751:
Here lies poor Fred, who was alive and is dead.
Had it been his father, I had much rather;
Had it been his brother, still better than another;
Had it been his sister, nobody would have missed her;
Had it been the whole generation, so much the better foi
the nation.
But since it is Fred, who was alive and is dead,
There is no more to be said.
Frederick was loathed by his parents with a hatred
which is quite inexplicable by any fact of which we are
in possession. He was certainly weak and foolish, and he
1	Tatler•, July z6, 1709,
2	Horace Walpole to Sir Horace Mann, Oct. 28, 1760.
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